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BUTTE COUPLE HONORED FOR SERVICE TO UM, COMMUNITY 
MISSOULA -
Butte is known worldwide for its rich history o f copper, silver and gold mining. But in 
Montana Grizzlies territory, it’s known for producing great football players such as Brian Toone 
and Dan Orizotti -  standouts on UM’s two national championship football teams in 1995 and 
2001. And this year’s Griz roster sports three players from the Mining City.
Some of the most loyal Griz fans also come from Butte, such as John and Nancy Burke -  
proud grandparents of former Griz linebacker Orizotti. The Burkes received UM’s Distinguished 
Community Service Award at the Oct. 15 Montana Grizzlies game in Missoula. The award, 
presented by the University and coordinated by the UM Alumni Association and Grizzly 
Athletics, recognizes support of and service to UM and its athletic teams, as well as service to 
hometown communities.
A Butte native, Jack graduated from UM with a business degree in 1950 and a law degree 
in 1952, the same year Nancy graduated with a degree in Spanish. Yet the Burkes never really 
left UM.
Jack has served as a UM Foundation trustee, an Alumni Association board member and 
Business Advisory Council chair. He served as national co-chair of the University’s last capital 
campaign, which raised more than $71 million in the mid-1990s.
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After graduating from UM, Jack was in the U.S. Air Force and then practiced law in 
Helena. In 1959 he joined Montana Power Co. as its first staff attorney, becoming a vice 
president in 1967 and executive vice president in 1979. In 1982 he was named to the board of 
directors, becoming vice chairman and Entech director in 1984.
Jack retired from the company in 1993 and from the board of directors in 1995. Currently 
he is director of Lazard Funds, Pacific Steel and Recycling, and Sletten Construction Co. In 
addition, he is a trustee of the Wheeler Center for Public Policy at Montana State University. He 
has served on the boards of trustees at Carroll College and the Montana Historical Society and 
the board of directors of the Butte Chamber of Commerce.
In 1994 the University honored Jack with the Neil S. Bucklew Award and the School of 
Business Administration named him that year’s Outstanding Alumnus.
A Great Falls native, Nancy was involved with Kappa Alpha Theta sorority and Spurs 
while at UM and has remained active at the University and in her community.
Three of the couple’s five children and two of their grandchildren are UM graduates.
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